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William Congreve, an unmistakable English writer of the late seventeenth and mid eighteenth 

hundreds of years, took a striking picture of seventeenth century English society in his play "The 

Way of the World". Written in 1700, the play is a complicated parody of class that gives a 

mocking and clever editorial on the privileged society of the time. Congreve's sharp perception 

of the social traditions, language and values winning in seventeenth century Britain is apparent in 

the characters, discourse, plot and themes of the play. 

 

In "The Way of the World," Congreve presents a world of defined social classes where status, 

riches, and appearance are of most extreme significance. The characters epitomize the 

characteristics and ways of behaving related to their classes, and through their cooperations, 

Congreve uncovers the affectation, misrepresentation, and moral equivocalness that invades this 

general public. The play's setting in London and the national homes of Wetwood give a 

background against which the characters explore their connections, explore social assumptions, 

and take part in the perplexing rounds of affection and marriage. 

 

A striking part of Congreve's portrayal of seventeenth century English society in "The Way of the 

World" is his utilization of mind and parody. The discourse is portrayed by cunning wit, jokes, 

and sharp answers, mirroring the way of life of mind and verbal expertise that was exceptionally 

esteemed during this period. Congreve's characters participate in clever chat, often utilizing 

twofold extenders and sharp pleasantry to convey profound significance and reason. The mind 

serves as a wellspring of diversion as well as a weapon of social system and control. 

 

Congreve likewise investigates themes of affection, marriage, and orientation jobs, which were 

focal worries in seventeenth century English society. The play digs into the perplexing elements 

of romance and marriage, introducing a world where love is often eclipsed by monetary 

contemplations and social assumptions. The characters are driven by the quest for abundance, 

power, and social progression, prompting complex heartfelt traps and trickeries. Through the 

personality of Woman Wish fort, an old widow frantic for a reasonable spouse, Congreve depicts 

the weakness and prevalent burdens looked by ladies of the time. 



 

As far as character is concerned, Congreve offers a different cast that epitomizes the different 

social classes and models predominant in seventeenth century Britain. The play highlights blue-

bloods, opportunists, dudes, witlings, and other stock characters conspicuous by their 

characteristics and discourse designs. Privileged characters, for example, Mirabelle and Milliman 

show refined habits, training, and insight, while lower-class characters, like the workers 

Wetwood and Irritable, give a differentiating viewpoint and lighthearted element. Congreve's 

depiction of these characters features the class qualifications and social progressive systems that 

administered society during this period. 

 

Besides, Congreve's depiction of the female characters in "The Way of the World" is especially 

striking. She presents ladies who are insightful, expressive, and ready to utilize social versatility 

for their potential benefit. Milliman, specifically, stands apart as serious areas of strength for a 

free lady who won't adjust to customary assumptions for marriage. Through her characters, 

Congreve challenges customary orientation jobs and gives a more nuanced portrayal of ladies in 

seventeenth century Britain. 

 

The moral and social upsides of the time have likewise been reflected in the play. Congreve 

portrays a world where appearance and notoriety matter a great deal, and where social standing is 

intently attached to one's riches and associations. Character activities and inspirations are often 

determined by personal responsibility, and steadfastness and trustworthiness assume a lower 

priority in relation to individual increase. This analysis of the affectation and shallowness of the 

high societies is steady with the sarcastic practice of the Rebuilding time frame, which was the 

subject of social traditions and customs. 

 

                                   ----------------------------The End----------------------------- 


