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Introduction: 

George Orwell's essay "Shooting an Elephant", published in 1936, explores the complicated 
relationship between the colonizer and the colonized, featuring postcolonial themes and the 
power dynamics that supported British imperialism. Looking at Orwell's personal experiences as 
a British cop in colonial Burma, the essay uncovers the profound struggles and moral dilemmas 
of those trapped in the snare of imperialism. This essay aims to analyze the postcolonial 
elements present in "Shooting an Elephant", featuring the effect of imperialism on both the 
colonizers and the colonized. 

1. Historical Setting: 

Understanding the historical setting of British imperialism in Burma is essential to understanding 
the postcolonial elements of "Shooting an Elephant." The British Realm, in the nineteenth and 
mid twentieth centuries, exercised command over numerous colonies around the world. Burma, 
then, at that point, a British settlement, turned into an important milestone for imperialist 
interests, provoking Orwell's appearance as a cop. The historical setting provides the 
background to the power dynamics and hidden tensions investigated in the essay. 

2. Colonizer's Personality Crisis: 

One of the focal postcolonial elements of "Shooting an Elephant" is the personality crisis of the 
colonizer. Orwell portrays himself as a man conflicted between his job as a specialist of the 
British Domain and his personal beliefs. The storyteller's problem is an impression of the bigger 
psychological struggle experienced by the colonized who had to execute supreme policies that 
went against their own ethical compass. Orwell's admission of conflict under the surface 
symbolizes the perplexing idea of imperialism. 

3. Performance and Subordination: 

Orwell obviously captures the dynamics of force and subjugation inside the essay. The 
demonstration of shooting the elephant despite his personal reluctance is an expression of 
proficiency imposed by the colonizer. The colonizer's position is maintained through a 
painstakingly constructed picture of force and control, propagated to suppress, and threaten the 



colonized. The essay delves into the fundamental issues of such power dynamics, featuring the 
oppressive idea of imperialism and the dehumanization of both the colonizer and the colonized. 

4. Dehumanization and Colonized Other: 

"Shooting an Elephant" reveals the dehumanization of the colonized populace by the British 
Realm. Orwell's description of the Burmese nation as a faceless, solid substance strip them of 
their distinction, transforming them into a fascinating stereotype. Through this depiction, the 
essay emphasizes the otherness of the colonized, supporting the various leveled structure 
imposed by the colonizer. The dehumanization of the permanent colonies by the British Realm 
justified their control and mastery. 

5. Illusion of Resistance and Freedom: 

Even though "Shooting an Elephant" focuses fundamentally on the perspective of the colonizer, 
it subtly touches on the possibility of resistance by the colonized. The essay explains how the 
colonized, despite their subjugation, frequently resisted and tested the colonizer's clout in 
clandestine ways. The Burmese nation's refusal to revolt transparently reflects their awareness 
of the vanity and saw consequences of direct clash. Orwell's depiction of colonial resistance 
reveals the intrinsic weakness and delicacy of the majestic system. 

6. Postcolonial Reflections and Critiques: 

Orwell's introspective and basic tone all through the essay indicates his post-colonial reflection 
and study of British imperialism. Featuring the pernicious effects of imperialism on both the 
colonized and the colonized, he decried the intrinsic injustice and disparity inborn in the colonial 
enterprise. Orwell's experiences in Burma shaped his understanding of imperialism, ultimately 
driving him to question the authenticity and profound quality of the British Domain. 

 

                                 ----------------------------The End--------------------------- 


