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Write an essay on the human existence as put forwarded by Earnest Hemingway in his novel 

The Old Man and the Sea. 

Ernest Hemingway was an American writer and journalist, born on July 21, 1899 in Oak Park, 

Illinois. He was one of the most famous and influential writers of the 20th century, known for his 

distinctive writing style and his contributions to modern literature. Hemingway was a war 

correspondent during World War I and the Spanish Civil War, and many of his works are 

influenced by his experiences in these conflicts. Some of his most famous works include A 

Farewell to Arms, For Whom the Bell Tolls, and The Old Man and the Sea. Hemingway was 

awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1954, and he died on July 2, 1961 at the age of 61. His 

writing continues to be widely read and highly regarded, and his contributions to modern literature 

have had a lasting impact on the world of letters. 

In The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemingway presents his views on the human experience 

through the character of Santiago, an aging fisherman. The novel is a story of determination and 

perseverance, as Santiago embarks on a journey to catch a giant marlin. Through Santiago's 

struggles, Hemingway explores themes such as the relationship between man and nature, the 

human desire for success and fulfillment, and the search for meaning and purpose in life. The novel 

is a testament to the resilience and determination of the human spirit, and provides insight into the 

human condition. Despite the challenges Santiago faces, he remains steadfast in his pursuit of the 

marlin, demonstrating the importance of courage and determination in overcoming obstacles and 

achieving one's goals. The Old Man and the Sea is a classic novel that continues to inspire and 

challenge readers, reminding us of the complexities of human existence and the power of the 

human spirit. 

The Old Man and the Sea is a short novel by Ernest Hemingway, first published in 1952. The story 

follows Santiago, an aging Cuban fisherman who sets out on a journey to catch a giant marlin, 

despite facing many challenges, such as hunger, fatigue, and the threat of sharks. Through 

Santiago's journey, Hemingway explores themes such as the relationship between man and nature, 

the human struggle for success and fulfillment, and the search for meaning and purpose in life. 

The novel received critical acclaim and was a commercial success, cementing Hemingway's 

reputation as one of the most important writers of the 20th century. In 1954, Hemingway was 

awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature for his "mastery of the art of narrative, most recently 

demonstrated in The Old Man and the Sea, and for the influence that he has exerted on 

contemporary style." The novel is widely regarded as a classic of American literature and continues 

to be widely read and studied. 



In summary, The Old Man and the Sea is a poignant and philosophical novel that explores the 

complexities of human existence through the character of Santiago. Through his journey, 

Hemingway presents his views on the human spirit, the relationship between man and nature, and 

the importance of perseverance and determination in overcoming challenges and achieving one's 

goals. The novel remains an important work of modern literature and continues to inspire and 

challenge readers. 

Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea is a philosophical novel that explores the 

complexities of human existence. Through the character of Santiago, an old, experienced 

fisherman, Hemingway presents his views on the meaning of life, the relationship between man 

and nature, and the human struggle for success and fulfillment. The novel is a testament to the 

resilience and determination of the human spirit, and provides insight into the human condition. 

The Old Man and the Sea is a story about the relationship between man and nature. Santiago, the 

old fisherman, has been fishing for 84 days without catching anything. He sets out on a journey to 

catch a giant marlin, facing the challenges of the sea, the scorching sun, and his own physical 

limitations. Through his journey, Hemingway highlights the beauty and power of nature and its 

impact on human existence. Santiago’s struggles with the sea and the marlin are symbolic of the 

human struggle against the forces of nature. Santiago’s battle against the sea is also a battle against 

himself, as he must confront his own fears, limitations, and weaknesses. Through Santiago’s 

experiences, Hemingway demonstrates the power of nature over man and the importance of man’s 

connection to nature. 

In addition to the relationship between man and nature, The Old Man and the Sea also explores 

the human struggle for success and fulfillment. Santiago’s journey to catch the marlin is a quest 

for success and achievement. Despite the challenges he faces, he remains steadfast in his 

determination to catch the fish. Through his struggles, Hemingway reveals the importance of 

perseverance and the human desire for accomplishment. Santiago’s journey is a metaphor for the 

human journey towards success and fulfillment, and highlights the importance of perseverance and 

determination in achieving one’s goals. 

Furthermore, Hemingway uses Santiago’s journey to explore the meaning of life. The old 

fisherman’s struggle to catch the marlin is a search for meaning and purpose in his life. Despite 

the hardships he faces, Santiago remains determined to catch the fish and find fulfillment in his 

life. Through Santiago’s journey, Hemingway presents the idea that the pursuit of meaning and 

purpose is a central aspect of the human experience. Santiago’s journey also highlights the idea 

that life is a constant struggle, and that the search for meaning and purpose is an ongoing process. 

Hemmingway also touches upon the themes of courage, endurance, and determination in the face 

of adversity. Santiago’s journey to catch the marlin is a test of his courage, endurance, and 

determination. Despite the challenges he faces, he remains steadfast in his pursuit of the fish, 

displaying an unwavering determination in the face of adversity. Santiago’s courage and endurance 

are a testament to the human spirit, and demonstrate the importance of perseverance and 

determination in overcoming challenges and achieving one’s goals. 



In conclusion, Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea is a profound exploration of the 

complexities of human existence. Through the character of Santiago, Hemingway presents his 

views on the relationship between man and nature, the human struggle for success and fulfillment, 

and the search for meaning and purpose in life. The novel is a testament to the resilience and 

determination of the human spirit and provides insight into the human condition. Santiago’s 

journey highlights the importance of perseverance and determination in overcoming challenges 

and achieving one’s goals, and the importance of the pursuit of meaning and purpose in the human 

experience. The Old Man and the Sea is a classic novel that continues to inspire and challenge 

readers, reminding us of the power of the human spirit and the complexities of human existence. 

 


